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CIRCULAR

Subject: Registration of Income-tax Practitioners u/s 515 of the Income-tax Act,
2025-updation of registration by existing ITP under the IT Act, 1961- Reg.

Reference: Section 515 of the Income-tax Act, 2025, read with Rules 255 to 258 of
the Income-tax Rules, 2026.
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1. The Income-tax Act, 2025 has come into force with effect from 1 April 2026, replacing
the Income-tax Act, 1961. Consequent to the transition to the new Act, provisions
relating to authorised Income-tax Practitioners have been incorporated under Section
515 of the Income-tax Act, 2025, read with Rules 255 to 258 of the Income-tax Rules,
2026.

2. In this connection, the attention of all Income-tax Practitioners who were registered
under the erstwhile Income-tax Act, 1961 is invited to Rule 256(4) of the Income-tax
Rules, 2026. An Income-tax Practitioner who was already registered under the
Income-tax Act, 1961, and held a valid certificate of registration as on 31 March 2026,
shall continue to be a registered Income-tax Practitioner under Section 515 of the
Income-tax Act, 2025.

However, such existing registered ITPs are required to update their registration
details by filing a fresh application in Form No. 171 with the jurisdictional Chief
Commissioner of Income-tax / Pr. Commissioner of Income-tax /Commissioner of
Income-tax on or before 30 September 2026.
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4. As provided under Rule 256(4), upon filing the application, the registration shall be
granted by the concerned authority under Section 515, provided the application is
complete in all respects.
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The requirement referred to above is specifically applicable to persons who were
already registered as Income-tax Practitioners under the Income-tax Act, 1961 and
possessed a valid registration certificate as on 31 March 2026. The prescribed
application is Form No. 171, which is the application for registration as an authorised
Income-tax Practitioner under Section 515 of the Income-tax Act, 2025.

All Practitioners registered under section the ambit of this circular is accordingly
required to file the updated application in Form No. 171, complete in all respects along
with the requisite documents, with the concerned Chief Commissioner of Income-tax
/Pr. Commissioner of income-tax/Commissioner of Income-tax, iatest by 30.05.2026.

It is hereby clarified that in case any Income Tax Practitioner fails to file the application
in Form No. 171 on or before 30.09.2026, the registration of such Income-tax
Practitioner under section 515 of the Income Tax Act, 2025 shall be deemed to be
cancelled with effect from 01.10.2026, and such person shall thereupon cease to be a
registered Practitioner for all purposes under the Income Tax Act, 2025.
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For Principal Commissioner of Income Tax,
Kozhikode

The Addl. Commissioner of Income Tax, Range-1, Thrissur
The Joint Commissioner of Income Tax, Range-1, Kozhikode
The Joint Commissioner of Income Tax, Range-2, Kozhikode

4. _The Deputy Director (Systems), Kochi for uploading in the website of Income Tax Department,
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